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1 EU exports to Indonesia Malaysia and Thailand 
In 2017, the EU exported goods to Indonesia Malaysia and Thailand worth EUR 39.5 

billion. This is equivalent to 2.1 per cent of total EU exports of goods to non-EU coun-

tries. The EU exported services to the three Asian countries worth EUR 11.0 billion in 

2016.2 

2 EU exports to Indonesia Malaysia and Thailand across 

sectors 
The three largest EU export sectors to Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand are: 1) ma-

chinery and electrical equipment, 2) transportation equipment (mainly aircraft) and 3) 

chemicals incl. pharmaceuticals, cf. Figure 1. The four largest export sectors are all clas-

sified as either high or medium-high technology sectors, while the metal sector is clas-

sified as medium-low.3 At the same time, the average gross value added per employee 

in the five main sectors is more than 50 per cent higher than in the remaining manu-

facturing sectors.4 

 

Figure 1 EU goods exports to Indonesia, Malaysia and Thai-

land and top export sectors, 2017 
 

 
 Note:  Details on the grouping of sectors are contained in the Appendix. 

Source:  Copenhagen Economics based on data from Eurostat 

 

                                                                                                                                                                  
2  Based on data from Eurostat. 2016 is the most recent year, with available data on trade in services. 
3  This classification follows Eurostat: http://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-explained/index.php/Glossary:High-

tech_classification_of_manufacturing_industries. 
4  Based on national accounts data from Eurostat for 2015. The averages have been calculated using the aggregate 

value added per sector as weights. The national accounts are reported according to a slightly different sector clas-

sification. To calculate the gross value added per employee in the five main sectors, we have used the NACE 

groups C20-C21 and C24-C30. 2015 is the newest year with available employment data. 
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In 2017, the EU exported machinery and various electrical equipment to Indonesia, 

Malaysia and Thailand worth more than EUR 14.1 billion, equivalent to 2.9 per cent of 

EU exports of machinery and electrical equipment.5 Within this sector, the two main 

export products are electronic integrated circuits and turbo-jets, turbo-propellers and 

other turbines.6 

 

Transportation equipment is the second largest export sector, with EU exports to the 

three Asian countries equalling EUR 6.7 billion in 2017. The most important export 

within this sector is aircraft, which comprises 56 per cent of all EU exports to Indone-

sia, Malaysia and Thailand within the transportation equipment sector. Other im-

portant products in the transportation sector are vehicles and vehicle parts. 

 

Exports of chemicals incl. pharmaceuticals to the three Asian countries amounted to 

EUR 5.0 billion in 2017. Medicaments and vaccines are the two most important export 

products in this sector, and they make up around 31 per cent of the sector’s total ex-

ports to Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand. 

 

Measuring instruments and metals are likewise important EU export sectors to Indo-

nesia, Malaysia and Thailand. The main export products in measuring instruments are 

instruments used in medical, surgical, dental or veterinary sciences, as well as instru-

ments to measure electrical quantities and radiations and instruments for physical and 

chemical analyses. The five largest EU sectors in terms of export to the three Asian 

countries constitute 76 per cent of the total EU exports to these countries. This implies 

that EU exports to Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand are concentrated within a few key 

sectors. 

 

To determine the importance of an export sector it is not sufficient to analyse absolute 

export levels across sectors. The three Asian countries’ share of the sector’s total ex-

ports to non-EU countries is also essential. The four sectors where Indonesia, Malaysia 

and Thailand account for the largest shares of EU total exports to non-EU countries are 

machinery and electrical equipment (2.9 per cent), wood and wood products (2.5 per 

cent), transportation equipment (2.2 per cent) and plastics and rubbers (2.2 per cent), 

cf. Figure 2. 

 

                                                                                                                                                                  
5  Export figures for specific sectors can be found in Table 1 in the Appendix. 

6  The most important goods within each of the five largest export sectors can be seen from Table 2 in the Appendix. 
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Figure 2 EU exports to Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand 

across sectors, 2017 
 

 

 Note:  The figure shows EU exports to Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand across sectors in 2017. The num-

bers in the right column report Indonesia’s, Malaysia’s and Thailand’s combined share of EU ex-

ports to non-EU countries within each sector. Measuring instruments further includes a miscellane-

ous category which contains e.g. watches, musical instruments, arms and furniture. 

Source:  Copenhagen Economics based on data from Eurostat 

 

The sectors most dependent on exports to the three countries are those with both large 

value of exports and those where the three Asian countries make up the largest share of 

total exports to non-EU countries. Hence, machinery and electrical equipment, trans-

portation equipment, chemicals incl. pharmaceuticals and plastics and rubbers are 

among the sectors most dependent on export to Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand. 

3 EU exports to Indonesia Malaysia and Thailand across 

Member States 
Germany, France and the UK are the Member States that export the largest value of 

goods to Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand, cf. Figure 3. 

 

Germany alone exports goods worth EUR 12 billion to the three countries, which 

amounted to around 30 per cent of total EU exports of goods to Indonesia, Malaysia 

and Thailand in 2017. France and the UK follow Germany as the Member States with 

the second and third largest exports to the three Asian countries, while Italy and the 

Netherlands come in as fourth and fifth, respectively. Combined, these five EU Member 

The three countries’ share of 
total EU exports to non-EU 

countries by sector

1.1

3.1

Transportation equipment

Chemicals incl. pharmaceuticals

Measuring instruments

Metals

Plastics and rubbers

Foodstuffs

Mineral products

Stone and glass

Wood and wood products

2.6

1 8

1 6

Machinery and electrical equipment 14.1

Other products

6.7

5.0

1.3

1.1

1.1

2.9%

2.2%

1.7%

1.5%

1.7%

2.2%

1.7%

1.1%

1.4%

2.5%

1.7%

Billion Euro



EU exports to Indonesia, Malaysia and 

Thailand 

5 

States accounted for almost 75 per cent of total EU exports of goods to Indonesia, Ma-

laysia and Thailand in 2017. Exports from these Member States to the three Asian 

countries will also draw on exports from other Member States through EU wide supply-

chains. 

 

Figure 3 EU Member States with the highest exports to the 

three Asian countries, 2017 
 

 
 Source:  Copenhagen Economics based on data from Eurostat 

 

Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand account for 3.1 per cent of France’s total goods ex-

ports to non-EU countries in 2017, cf. Figure 4. This is the largest share for any EU 

Member State, followed by the Netherlands (2.5 per cent), Austria (2.4 per cent), Ger-

many (2.3 per cent), Belgium (2.2 per cent), Sweden (2.1 per cent) and Denmark (2.0 

per cent). 7 

 

                                                                                                                                                                  
7  The value and share of each Member State’s exports to Indonesia, Malaysia and Indonesia are shown in Table 3 

in the Appendix. 
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Figure 4 EU goods exports to Indonesia, Malaysia and Thai-

land across EU Member States, 2017 
 

 
 Note:  The figure shows EU exports to Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand across EU Member States in 

2017. The numbers in the right column reports Indonesia’s, Malaysia’s and Thailand’s combined 

share of total EU exports to non-EU countries from each Member State. 

Source:  Copenhagen Economics based on data from Eurostat 

 

Combined, Germany, France, the UK, Italy and the Netherlands are therefore among 

the EU Member States most dependent on exports to Indonesia, Malaysia and Thai-

land. The Scandinavian countries and other old EU Member States are also found in 

this group. 

4 Exports to Indonesia, Malaysia and Thailand support jobs 

in the EU 
According to the European Commission, one billion EUR worth of EU exports of goods 

and services to countries outside of the EU on average supported around 14,000 jobs 

across the EU in 2011.8 This job figure includes jobs supported within the exporting 

firms as well as among their EU suppliers (see box below). 

 

Exports of manufactured and primary products accounted for 64 per cent of the jobs 

supported by total EU exports to countries outside of the EU, while exports of services 

                                                                                                                                                                  
8  European Commission (2016) “EU exports to the world: Overview of effects on employment and income”, Chief 

Economist Note February 2016. 
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Asian countries.11,12 Besides this difference, the sector composition of EU goods exports 

to the three Asian countries is similar to the sector composition of EU goods exports to 

all non-EU countries, cf. Figure 5.  

 

Figure 5 Sector distribution of EU goods exports to three 

Asian countries and to all non-EU countries, 2017 
 

 
 Note:  The figure shows the sector distribution of EU goods exports to the three Asian countries and to all 

non-EU countries in 2017. 

Source:  Copenhagen Economics based on data from Eurostat 

 

If the estimate of around 9,000 EU jobs supported per billion worth of EU’s goods ex-

ports is linear, this implies that EU’s goods exports to the three countries in 2017 sup-

ported at least 354,000 jobs in the EU in total. A reduction in exports of one billion 

EUR would thus place at least 9,000 jobs in the EU at risk, while a reduction in exports 

of two billion EUR would double this effect and place at least 18,000 EU jobs at risk. A 

reduction in exports to these countries could result from increases in trade costs from 

either tariffs or other trade barriers related to customs procedures or regulatory diver-

gence.  

                                                                                                                                                                  
11  The machinery sector is grouped together with the transport equipment in European Commission (2016), and 

this sector is one of the sectors that support the largest amount of jobs. 
12  European Commission (2016) “EU exports to the world: Overview of effects on employment and income”, Chief 

Economist Note February 2016.  
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